Template based on the European telecommunication law about electronic data transfer.

Informed patient consent about external processing of data by Eurospine, the Spine Society of Europe (SSE) and the Institute for Evaluative Research in Medicine (IEFM) at the University of Bern, Switzerland.

The hospital (hospital name) and the academic research institute work together under the auspices of Eurospine, the Spine Society of Europe for centrally collecting medical and surgical data in the European spine registry “Spine Tango”. The data pool is anonymously evaluated regarding the performance of different spinal implants and treatments. At the same time, the registry makes possible a better consumer protection because malperforming implants can be identified and all patients carrying those implants can be contacted for a followup examination. For that reason, the hospital transfers data via an electronic application service provider network to the University institute. The transferred data is protected from being accessed by unauthorized persons. Only hospital staff and medical researchers can access the data.
The hospital can centrally archive all relevant medical data. This includes data from admission, surgery, rehabilitation and followup that was recorded in the various departments of the hospital. Consequently, this consent refers to all data that was generated during hospitalization. 
In this context I disengage the hospital from professional medical discretion.

The staff at IEFM is obliged to nondisclosure.

This informed consent can be withdrawn at any time without influence on the contract governing medical treatment.
